there was no bar to communication between town
and castle.
Knox had no part in the murder of Cardinal
Beaton, but he looked upon his removal as a godly
act. If he expected the rebels to be of upright
character and high moral standards - and he
and those of his time saw nothing strange in
demanding such qualities from bloody-handed
assassins - he was disappointed. A few Reformers
were of strict piety ; the remainder were mostly
irreligious men, greedy and self-seeking, of corrupt
life and immoral habits. In the beginning, Knox
devoted himself exclusively to his duty as a tutor,
and made no effort to play a prominent part
among the rebels. But he examined his charges
in public, and his eloquence and his talents as a
teacher attracted attention. He was soon asked
to help in the dialectical struggle between the
Reformers and the Roman Catholics. Rough,
the reformed minister of the castle, was at a dis-
advantage when matched against the trained
theological disputants of the university, and he
turned to Knox for guidance. Such assistance
was willingly given, but Knox hesitated to accept
the position of preacher to the Reformers in the
castle, as ha was pressed to do. Rough, however,
rose in the pulpit one day, and, speaking directly
to Knox, said, " c Brother, ye shall not be offended
albeit that I speak unto you that which I have in
charge, even from all those that are here present